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Executive summary 

The main results and achievements of the ERMES project were presented to Italian end-users 

belonging to various branches of the agro-sector (including both the Local and Regional levels) 

during dedicated open days. In fact, the Italian Open day was divided into two parts depending on 

the type of the service. 

The first one was dedicated to the local end-users (farmers and groups of farmers and members of 

the agro-business such as agronomists (government or private), millers, traders, etc.) and took 

place on the 14th of December 2016. The total number of the attendees were 40 in the Italian Open 

day at Local level. The partners responsible for the event presented the ERMES achievements and 

the developed products and services. The local case studies were presented during the event, and 

three collaborating farmers described their experiences in the collaboration with the project, two 

from Italy and one from Greece. At the end of the event, dedicated Open day questionnaires were 

provided to the attendees, who evaluated the quality of the Open day itself and more importantly 

the ERMES products and services presented. Furthermore, they evaluated the usability of the 

ERMES geo-portal and Agrinotebook tools. The most important conclusions derived by the 

questionnaires was that the majority of the users consider that the ERMES products are potentially 

able to provide technological support to optimize rice production at farm scale, while they were 

willing to pay an amount of €1 to €10 per hectare in order to gain access to the services. 

The second Italian Open day was dedicated instead to the regional end-users, and it was held in 

Milano in IREA-CNR premises in 12/01/2017. The meeting was organized by personnel of the 

ERMES consortium (CNR IREA and UMIL), and attended by representatives of the different 

ERMES end-users as well as from other Institutions interested in the ERMES results. The main 

objectives of the meeting were i) to present the main products and services developed in the 

framework of the ERMES project concerning rice crop monitoring at regional/rice district scale, as 

organized in the ERMES Regional Rice Service (RRS), and ii) to collect users’ feedback 

concerning the provided services and the interest for their continuation after the end of the project, 

as well as to discuss possibilities for the improvement of their usefulness in the framework of the 

workflow of the different end-users. 

Both events were successful in terms of interest and participation, which was satisfactory: This 

deliverable provides a brief report of the two open days, focusing on their agenda and on the 

interactions occurred with end users. The presentations used during the meetings are also 

reported in Annex, as well as the questionnaires compiled during the Local open day.  

 



  

 

 Page 5 of 122   

1  Italian Open Day at local level 

The final ERMES Local Service open day was held on 14th of December 2016 at the premises of 

the commodity exchange of Mortara (PV, Italy). 

The open day was organized by UMIL and CNR-IREA personnel and had the main objective of 

discussing and demonstrating products and services developed during the ERMES project. 

The open day was performed with the participation of the Project Coordinator and some 

representatives of the Project Consortium partners from i) the Institute for Electromagnetic Sensing 

of the Environment of the National Research Council (Italy), ii) the University of Milan (Italy), iii) the 

Cereal Institute of the Hellenic Agricultural Organization (Greece), iv) the Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki (Greece) and v) SARMAP (Switzerland). It was devoted to a bilateral meeting and 

open discussion with end-users. 

During the day, representatives of the Project Partners provided information about the various 

ERMES Local products and services, as well as a summary of the demonstration activities 

undertaken during the previous three rice cultivation years in collaboration with local rice farmers (§ 

1.1, 1.2). 

The meeting allowed also to collect end users responses to dedicated questionnaires aimed at 

assessing the perceived usefulness of ERMES products and services (§ 1.4), and the usability of 

ERMES tools (Agrinotebook and Local Geoportal - § 1.5). 

1.1 Analytical description of the Italian Open Day event at 

Local level 

The agenda of the Local level open day was organized into five sessions: 

 

 Session 1: Welcome section and general notions of the ERMES Project. 

 Session 2: Presentation of the results obtained during the three years of the Project 

(Services and products developed) and demonstration of the ERMES Local Geoportal and 

AgriNoteBook SmartApp 

 Session 3: Description of experience of Italian Rice farmers. Two rice farmers involved into 

the ERMES Project as final end-users under Service Level Agreement reported their 

experiences in the use of ERMES products. 

 Session 4: Description of experience of Greek Rice farmers: One rice farmer involved into 

the ERMES Project as final end-user under Service Level Agreement reported his 

experience in the use of ERMES products. 

 Session5: Open discussion and collection of feedback 
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This document provides a recap of the main contributions and discussions arisen during the 

different sessions of the agenda, separated by the main meeting sessions. 

The attendants (ANNEX II) who presented the main results obtained by the application of the 

ERMES local products are reported below: 

 Mirco Boschetti (CNR-IREA), 

 Lorenzo Busetto (CNR-IREA), 

 Alberto Crema (CNR-IREA), 

 Francesco Nutini (CNR-IREA), 

 Monica Pepe (CNR-IREA), 

 Roberto Confalonieri (UMIL), 

 Tommaso Guarneri (UMIL), 

 Francesca Orlando (UMIL), 

 Valentina Pagani (UMIL), 

 Francesco Holectz (SARMAP), 

 Dimitris Stavrakoudis (AUTH), 

 Dimitrios Katsantonis (DEMETER), 

 Riccardo Braggio (Italian local end user), 

 Carlo Franchino (Italian local end user), 

 Christos (Takis) Plastiras (Greek local end-user). 

 

1.1.1 Session 1: Welcome session and general notions of the ERMES Project: 

UMIL Welcome – Roberto Confalonieri 

 

Welcome to the open day participants by the Institution organizing the event. 



  

 

 Page 7 of 122   

 

Image 1: Dr. Roberto Confalonieri welcome speech starts the open day 

Project Coordinator Welcome – Mirco Boschetti (CNR-IREA) 

Welcome to open day participants, general information about the ERMES project and the daily 

agenda, round table of presentation of attendees. 

 

Image 2: Dr. Mirco Boschetti welcomes the attendance to the open day 
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1.1.2 Session 2: Presentation of the results obtained during the three years of 

the Project (Services and products developed) and demonstration of the 

ERMES Local Geoportal and AgriNoteBook SmartApp 

Main speakers: Monica Pepe, Alberto Crema (CNR-IREA) 

The session was aimed at summarizing products and services developed at local scale during the 

ERMES project. Alberto Crema showcased the main ERMES products that can be directly used by 

the local stakeholders through a demonstration of the ERMES Local Geoportal. In particular, the 

following products were showed: 

- Rice Modelling at Local Scale (EP_L1): intended to provide farmers information related to the 

state of their own fields (i.e. phenology), in order to support them in management practices 

(e.g. to guide/manage nitrogen fertilization or to evaluate the right period for blast treatments), 

evaluating different production levels in relation to meteorology, soil status and agro-practises 

and to provide insurance companies with information on yield variability at farm scale. 

 

Image 3: Dr. Monica Pepe is demonstating ERMES products and services 

- High Resolution maps on rice spatial variability (Constant Pattern Maps – EP_L2): 

devoted to the provision of high resolution (HR) maps useful to provide farmers information on 

uniform management zones, allowing to support their agronomic-management practises, and 

in particular the basal start-of-year fertilization, as well as for defining at the local scale 

elementary units for WARM model simulations either at the parcel or the within-parcel scale. . 
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- Very High Resolution maps on rice spatial variability (Seasonal Pattern Maps – EP_L3): 

devoted to the provision of maps useful to support farm management. In particular, maps that 

quantify the within-field variability of the crop in key moments of the crop cycle (e.g. 

emergence, tillering, panicle initiation etc.) are being derived, providing farmers with the spatial 

location of anomalies within the field in order to support management practices such as 

Variable Rate Technology (VRT) fertilization, which van be key for improving rice yield as well 

as for allowing more environmentally sustainable production. 

- High resolution Biophysical parameters maps (LAI Maps – EP_L4) provide high-resolution 

multitemporal LAI raster maps exploiting decametric optical and SAR both of which can be 

used for crop monitoring purposes. 

 

Image 4: Dr. Alberto Crema is demonstrating ERMES products and services 
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1.1.3 Session 3: Italian Rice farmers experience in ERMES products 

exploitation. 

Main speakers: Carlo Franchino, Riccardo Braggio (Local Italian end-users) 

They presented their experience and the results obtained with the application of the ERMES local 

products. Both users were very satisfied by the results obtained within the service, in particular for 

what concerns the use of VRT fertilization for improving homogeneity of final yield while reducing 

or optimizing management costs. 

 

Image 5: Mr. Carlo Franchino (Italian farmer) is demonstrating his experience from the collaboration with the 

ERMES project 

 

Image 6: Mr. Riccardo Braggio (Italian farmer) is demonstrating his experience from the collaboration with 

ERMES project 
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1.1.4 Session 4: Greek Rice farmers experience in ERMES products 

exploitation. 

Main speakers: Christos Plastiras, Dimitris Stavrakoudis, Dimitrios Katsantonis 

 

Greek farmer Christos Plastiras shared his experience on the ERMES project with the Italian 

farmers. With the aid of D. Katsantonis and D. Stavrakoudis, he presented also results of a 

preliminary study for assessing the potential reduction of costs achievable in Greece through 

optimization of fertilization practices based on ERMES local products.  

He was enthusiastic of the support that the ERMES local products could give to his farm. In 

particular, he stated that the estimation of the rice phenological phases can greatly support the 

organization of the contractor’s farm activities, given the wide extension of his fields. 

 

Image 7: Mr. T. Plastiras and Dr. D. Katsantonis, with the help of Dr. M. Boschetti are demonstrating the 2016 

accomplishments of the collaboration of the Greek farmer with the ERMES project 

1.2 Conclusions of the Italian Open day at Local level 

Both collaborating farmers and end-users were strongly satisfied by the products. In particular, 

Carlo Franchino, thanks to the availability of instruments able to interpret the remote sensing 

maps, could take full advantage of the product, modulating the fertilizations on the basis of different 

vegetative vigor. On the other hand, Riccardo Braggio could partially benefit from the products, by 



  

 

 Page 12 of 122   

slowing the tractor velocity in the zones where the vegetative vigor, as shown by the remote 

sensing maps, was lower. 

On the basis of open discussions held during and after the presentations, the attendees at the 

open day seemed to be really interested in the described services and products, with particular 

reference to the use of VRT techniques and their potential usefulness for reducing costs/improving 

revenues of rice cultivation. On other topics, they asked information about the methodology used to 

estimate the blast risk infections and the inputs required by the models. They also asked 

information about the possibility to identify the areas covered by weeds among the rice plants 

using remote sensing information, and to obtain rice cover maps at farm level using the information 

provided by SARMAP partners. Finally, they were interested about the possibilities offered by the 

SmartApp and the ERMES geoportal, in particular if the information inserted into the App can be 

directly moved to a private section of the Local geoportal. 

1.3  Media attention of the Italian Open Day at Local level 

The Italian Open Day was presented in the official newspaper of Ente Nazionale Risi, called “Il 

Risicoltore". The original article is reported in ANNEX V. 

 

1.4 Report on the participants’ questionnaires of the Italian 

Open day at Local level 

The Open day dedicated questionnaires were developed by DEMETER (ANNEX IV) and after the 

agreement with the Coordinator, they were shared to the country-specific responsibles for each 

Open day and translated into their native language.  

The total number of questionnaires in the Italian open day were 7 (three farmers, two agronomists 

and two did not specify). Among the three farmers, one was acting on quite a large number of 

hectares, with high yielding varieties and optimized management, given the high yield obtained in 

the last three years. In the other two cases, average total production was lower, due to the smaller 

cultivated area and the lower yields. No relevant differences were found among the three farms in 

terms of unitary value of the product on the market. 

In general, (five out of seven, two did not answer), interviewees declared that ERMES local 

services – and more in general technological innovations – are potentially able to provide farmers 

with technological support to optimize rice production at farm scale. Indeed, all interviewees 

declared that they would pay for ERMES services, although the value per hectare ranged from 1 to 

10 euros. This is coherent with their consideration on the fact that it would be better to use farmer 



  

 

 Page 13 of 122   

consortia to access and spread information (to share service costs). In particular, the services that 

were considered as the most useful were related to systems for supporting the distribution of 

fertilizers (to increase yields and make them more uniform) and for predicting the risk of blast 

infection. Moreover, other services were considered as interesting by some of the interviewees, 

like those related with forecasting product value, production of yield maps, and prediction of 

phenological stages to support development-related agronomic practices. For the latter, the 

interest is likely motivated by the fact that they can be used to estimate phenological stages’ 

occurrence empirically through direct observation of the plants, this being a time consuming and – 

in some development phases –uncertain practice when the farmer/technician is not properly 

trained. Information on phenological stages are used also to identify the moment(s) when top-

dressing nitrogen fertilization should be applied. This is usually done at the beginning of tillering 

and at the panicle initiation. While the first stage is easy (fast) to detect, the second requires 

entering the field, harvesting some plants and dissecting them to identify the first internode (it 

should be no longer than 1 cm). This explains why farmers are interested in a dedicated service to 

understand when the top-dressing fertilization would assure the largest benefit in terms of 

productivity. For the same reason, interviewees are interested in alerting systems for the risk of 

blast infection. Indeed, in most cases, agro-chemical distribution is largely based on the moment 

when the first symptoms (necrotic lesions) appear on the leaves (through direct observation of the 

plants in each field), which could be too late to truly avoid damage. Concerning yield maps, the 

interest (although less pronounced) is justified by the absence of similar products on the market. 

Regardless of the service, the preferred channels to transfer ERMES results to farmers are via 

consultancy services (directly provided by ERMES or by farmers organizations collaborating with 

the project) and via IT devices. In particular, a dedicated online geo-portal and consultants 

(agronomists) are considered as crucial to effectively disseminate ERMES products and services. 

 

1.5 Analysis of ERMES tools usability studies 

Furthermore, another two types of questionnaires were prepared by UJI personnel to evaluate the 

Geo-portal and the AgriNoteBook tools according to the System Usability Scale1. This scale was 

selected as a quick and easy way to reliably measure usability according to a standard. The 10-

question questionnaire proposed by UJI was translated into Italian and the two questionnaires 

were distributed to end users. Results were processed according to Brooke’s description, giving a 

                                                

1 Brooke, J. (1996). SUS-A quick and dirty usability scale. Usability evaluation in industry, 
189(194), 4-7. 
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usability score between 1 and 100 per participant (Note that, although the scores are between 0 

and 100, they are not percentages, but percentile rankings). 

During and after the last Italian Open day, seven usability questionnaires were collected for both 

the Geoportal and AgriNotebook. Respondents included both farmers (5) and ERMES field 

operators who assisted some of them in the use of ERMES products (2).  

Average scores were respectively 71.1 (Geoportal) and 67.5 (Agrinotebook) (Table 1-1, Table 1-2 - 

Annex IV). To interpret these scores, we compare them with the adjective scale rating proposed by 

Bangor et al2, which reports a highly correlated mapping between mean SUS scores and a 7 scale 

adjective rating (worst imaginable, awful, poor, ok, good, excellent, best imaginable).  According to 

this scale, both the geoportal and AgriNoteBook score are in between OK and good, which can be 

considered a satisfying result. It is worth mentioning that the very low scores reported by two of the 

farmers concerning Agrinotebook are most probably due to the fact that they experimented with 

one of the first prototypes of the App, and were not therefore aware of the substantial 

improvements made on it during 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

2 Bangor, A., Kortum, P., & Miller, J. (2009). Determining what individual SUS scores mean: 

Adding an adjective rating scale. Journal of usability studies, 4(3), 114-123.  
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3 

Table 1-1: Geoportal Usability analysis results 

 
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 

 
Score 

Italy 
            

User 1 5 5 3 5 4 1 5 1 3 3  62.5 

User 2 4 3 1 1 3 3 1 4 1 1  45 

User 3 4 1 4 2 4 2 3 2 4 3  72.5 

User 4 5 2 3 4 3 2 3 2 3 4  57.5 

User 5 3 1 5 1 4 1 4 2 5 1  87.5 

User 6 4 1 4 2 3 2 4 2 4 1  77.5 

User 7 5 1 5 1 4 1 4 1 5 1  95 

Average 
           

71.1 

 

Table 1-2: Agrinotebook Usability analysis results 

 
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 

 
Score 

Italy 
            

User 1 3 4 1 2 3 5 1 3 1 2  32.5 

User 2 4 3 2 4 3 1 2 4 3 5  42.5 

User 3 4 2 3 4 3 2 3 2 4 3  60 

User 4 5 2 4 2 3 2 4 2 3 3  70 

User 5 3 2 4 1 3 2 4 1 4 1  77.5 

User 6 5 1 5 1 5 1 4 1 5 1  97.5 

User 7 5 2 4 1 4 1 5 1 5 1  92.5 

Average 
           

67.5 
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2 Italian Open Day at Regional level 

The second Italian Open day was dedicated to the regional end-users, and it was held in Milano in 

IREA-CNR premises in 12/01/2017. The meeting was organized by personnel of the ERMES 

consortium (CNR IREA and UMIL), and attended by representatives of the different ERMES end-

users as well as from other Institutions interested in the ERMES results. In particular, the following 

Institutions, involved in various ways in agronomic monitoring activities, were represented:  

 Ente Nazionale Risi - ENR  (Italian organization responsible for rice cultivation monitoring and 

improvement), represented by Simone Silvestri (SS in the following); 

 MARS (Monitoring Agricultural ResourceS) unit of the Joint Rearch Centre - Ispra, represented by 

Lorenzo Seguini (LS); 

 Lombardy Region (RL)/ ERSAF Lombardia – Phytosanitary Service, represented by 

Beniamino Cavagna (BC), Mariangela Ciampitti (MC), Dante Fasolini (DF) and Stefano 

Bocchi (SB);  

 Lombardy Region (RL) – DG Agriculture, represented by Elena Brugna (EB) 

 Cattolica Assicurazioni, represented by Lilia Storaru (LS) 

 IPLA (ISTITUTO PER LE PIANTE DA LEGNO E L'AMBIENTE) s.p.a., represented by 

Fabio Giannetti (FG) 

 

The main objectives of the meeting were: 

 

1. to present the main products and services developed in the framework of the ERMES project 

concerning rice crop monitoring at regional/rice district scale, as organized in the ERMES 

Regional Rice Service (RRS), and 

2. to collect users’ feedback concerning the provided services and the interest for their 

continuation after the end of the project, as well as to discuss possibilities for the improvement 

of their usefulness in the framework of the workflow of the different end-users.  
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2.1 Analytical description of the Italian Open Day event at 

Regional level 

In the first part of the meeting the Project Coordinator Mirco Boschetti gave an introductory recap of 

the main objectives and achievements of the project, briefly describing both the Regional and Local 

ERMES rice services (presentation available at http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES_Open_Day_Regional_Introduction.pdf).  

Successively, ERMES personnel described the major achievements of the project concerning the 

development of different services/products useful for rice monitoring at regional scale. In particular, 

attention was dedicated to the main products of interest for the Italian regional end-users, as derived 

from the signed SLAs. A brief recap of the topics covered in the different presentations and of the 

ensuing discussion is given in the following.  

 

Images 8: An overview of the attendance during the Italian Open Day at Regional level 

 

  

http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES_Open_Day_Regional_Introduction.pdf
http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES_Open_Day_Regional_Introduction.pdf
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2.1.1 Recap of main presentations 

Mapping of rice crop distribution, flooding and irrigation practices from satellite images  

Presenter: Daniela Stroppiana (IREA) – presentation available at http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES_Open_Day_Regional_Italy_RS.pdf 

 

 This presentation focused on illustrating methods and results of activities related to the generation 

of yearly maps of rice crop distribution, and of multitemporal maps of agronomical flooding from 

satellite SAR and optical imagery. Those products were among the main interests of users ENR 

and IPLA. 

 

Near Real Time monitoring of growing season’s conditions 

Presenter: Lorenzo Busetto (IREA) – presentation available at http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES_Open_Day_Regional_Italy_RS.pdf 

 

 This presentation focused on illustrating methods and results of activities concerning the Near 

Real Time monitoring of the rice growing season exploiting multitemporal NDVI / LAI satellite maps 

and meteorological and phenological maps derived from MODIS data. Those products were 

among the main interests of users JRC and RL. 

ERMES regional monitoring services based on crop modelling solutions 

Presenter: Roberto Confalonieri (UMIL) – presentation available at http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES-open-day_regiona_Modelling.pdf 

 

 This presentation focused on illustrating methods and results of activities concerning the regional-

scale modelling of rice growing, with particular reference to products related to yield forecasting 

and daily risk estimation of rice blast infection. Those products were among the main interests of 

users ERSAF and ENR. 

2.1.2 Open discussion on the developed services 

http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES_Open_Day_Regional_Italy_RS.pdf
http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES_Open_Day_Regional_Italy_RS.pdf
http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES_Open_Day_Regional_Italy_RS.pdf
http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES_Open_Day_Regional_Italy_RS.pdf
http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES-open-day_regiona_Modelling.pdf
http://www.ermes-fp7space.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ERMES-open-day_regiona_Modelling.pdf
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During and after the presentations, ERMES users commented on the quality, usefulness and possible 

improvements of the different products and services. The main topics discussed are hereby briefly 

summarized. 

 

Discussion concerning the rice crop and flooding mapping products 

Evaluation of these products by the interested users was very positive. In particular: 

 FG underlined the satisfying accuracy of the flood mapping products, also stressing the fact that 

the increased frequency of SAR observations, which will be made possible by the operativity of the 

Sentinel 1-B satellite, will help in further improving the usefulness of the product.  

 BC underlined importance of the product to understand irrigation practices in the area, in relation 

to recent regulations on the use of specific phytosanitary products; 

 SS agreed on the usefulness of the product, but pointed out that a limitation is related to its 

inability to verify fields’ flooding in the later stages of the growing cycle. MB commented that 

usually rice fields are always flooded after a certain growing stage, but SS commented that this 

practice is now changing, and therefore being able to estimate flooding also on the later stages 

could be important. Information on when water for rice is most used/needed is crucial to assess 

possible conflicts in water needs. SS also commented that recognizing the different irrigation 

practices (e.g., false sowing) could provide insights on the current use of specific phytosanitary 

products. 

 FG further commented that it is very important that the product is delivered very quickly, and in an 

easy-to-use format. Finally, he stressed out that while these kind of monitoring products are at this 

time exploratory, they will probably become somewhat mandatory in the framework of the new 

European Commission programming on agriculture starting 2020  

 LB and BC commented that it would be useful for the product to be delivered to monitoring 

organizations of both Lombardy and Piedmont (the two largest rice-producing regions of Italy), 

although some fine-tuning could be needed to fit/address needs of the different organizations. 
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Image 9: Dr. R. Confalonieri is presenting at the Italian Open day at Regional level 

 

Discussion concerning the monitoring and phenological products 

Evaluation of these products by the interested users was positive. In particular: 

 LS commented positively on the information concerning rice phenology provided in 2016, which 

was used as additional info for the production of MARS agro monitoring bulletins, and also on 

potentiality of the yield forecasting products (although due to a timing issue those data weren’t 

delivered on time for operational use for the bulletins this year). He also stressed out that for 

MARS operational use it would be required/mandatory that the information is extended to all 

European rice producing areas, aggregated at NUTS1 – NUTS0 level: in that case, MARS could 

really exploit the system and would be eventually interested in sustaining it also economically. On 

this, RC commented on the difficulty of extending the service to some of these areas 

(Eastern Europe and Portugal) due to the size of the areas planted with rice.  

 LS also reported that the integration between RS and crop modelling done within ERMES is a very 

interesting activity, that MARS isn’t really able to perform due to the lower spatial resolution of their 

elaborations 

Discussion concerning the yield forecasting and rice blast risk analysis products 
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 LS commented positively on potential usefulness of the yield forecasting product for JRC-MARS 

institutional activities, in particular if extended to other countries (see above). RC also underlined 

the potential higher usefulness of the ERMES system for example, in Eastern Europe, where the 

cropping practices are far from standardized and variability in inter-annual yields is more 

influenced by weather conditions compared to Italy. 

 SS commented that early information on current-year yield is useful, but also underlined that its 

usefulness would be probably limited just to its own Institution (ENR), while he thinks that other 

users would not be interested.  

 BC and MC gave very positive feedback on the risk alerting products and on interaction with 

ERMES consortium in the two demonstration years. They also highlighted the importance to 

somehow improving the frugality of the product and its dissemination towards farmers. This will 

have to be addressed if the service is continued.  

 SS also commented on the usefulness of the product and of its quality (as assessed by ENR on 

data concerning test areas). ENR would be interested in further developing the product and 

service in relation to activities already conducting in Piedmont region. To do this, it would be 

important to perform tests on rice fields were phytosanitary treatment for rice blast is not 

conducted. BC and MC commented that collaboration between ERSAF/RL and ENR on this topic 

would be of interest to them, although in the past it was very difficult.  

 

2.2 Conclusions of the Italian Open day at Regional level 

Results of the meeting demonstrated the perceived usefulness of ERMES regional products and 

services for the involved end-users, and provided very useful feedback for their improvement and 

extension after the end of the project. 

 

Most of the user’s found the ERMES products to fill gaps in data/information available at their own 

institution. Above all they recognized ERMES products and services to have the unique characteristic 

to be spatially distributed and delivered in near real time during the season over the regional territory, 

compared to more traditional sources of information, and therefore to be very useful for monitoring, 

managing and prevention activities. Some of the users have also actively included ERMES products in 

their decision chains and evaluated their contribution.  
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For the future all users agree on the need for continuity of the service provided within the project with 

some significant improvements/enlargements (e.g. more crops) dictated by the specific needs of each 

user.      
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Annex I: Press Releases, Invitation and Agenda 

 

Figure 2.1 Invitationi to the open day from the website of Ente Nazionale Risi 

  



  

 

 Page 24 of 122   

Agenda of the Italian Open day at Local level 

 



  

 

 Page 25 of 122   

 

 



  

 

 Page 26 of 122   

Agenda of the Italian Open Day at Regional level 
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Annex II: List of participants 

List of the participants of the Italian Open day at Local level 
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 List of participants of the Italian Open day at Regional level 
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Annex III: Italian Open Day Presentations 

Local Italian Open Day presentation
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Regional Italian Open Day 
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Annex IV: Italian Open Day Collected Questionnaires 
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Annex V: Press report on “Il Risicoltore” 

 


